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city, how could they equip them ? Hamilcar had taken all the weapons! And who would command new troops ? The best captains were now in the campaign with him. Meanwhile, messengers despatched by the Suffete arrived in the streets and cried out for help. The Grand Council was perturbed, and made arrangements for their disappearance.
This was a useless precaution: all accused Barca for having acted with too much leniency. He should have annihilated the Mercenaries after his victory. Why had he ravaged the tribes ? However, they already had imposed on themselves sacrifices quite heavy enough! And the patricians deplored their contribution of fourteen shekels, the Syssites theirs of two hundred and twenty-three thousand kikar of gold, and those who had given nothing lamented as bitterly as the others.
The populace was jealous of the new Carthaginians, to whom Hamilcar had promised the complete rights of the city ; and even the Ligurians, who had fought so clauntlessly, were confounded with the Barbarians, and like them were cursed ; their race became a crime, a complicity. The shopkeepers on the door-sills of their shops, journeymen who walked about with their leaden rules in their hands, pedlars of pickle rinsing their baskets, bath-men in the sweating baths, and the vendors of hot drinks, all discussed the operations of the campaign. They traced in the dust with their lingers the plans of battle ; and there was not a vagabond so low that he did not dare vouchsafe to correct Hamilcar's military errors.
The priests averred that all his misfortunes were